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Fri Mar 5 Temple Habonimôs First Friday Celebration of Shabbat  
  Torah Portion ï Ki Tisa - Exodus  30.11 - 34.35  
5:30PM  Tot Shabbat Service 
6:00PM  Pizza Dinner ï everyone is welcome to our Congregational Shabbat Dinner. Please RSVP with the number of 

 people wanting pizza and pay by Wed, Mar 3 so we can make sure thereôs enough food for everyone. See our 
 website www.templehabonim.org for details   

6:45PM  Family/Intergenerational Service - 5
th

 Grade will share in the leadership of the service 
  Guest Speaker ï Sister Ann of St. Michaelôs Church  

This is the second year that Temple Habonim has collected, sorted, and delivered food items to the Food  Pantry 
 at St. Michaelôs, and we are delighted to welcome Sister Ann to our bima to talk about her church, the St. 
 Michaelôs Pastoral Team, and their outreach to the community. Sister Ann will talk about her churchôs 
 philosophy - that we are all responsible for doing our part to take care of each other with grace and with 
 dignity; she will also talk about some of the many projects she is involved with. 

  Jodi Blankstein will lead singing   
 
Sat Mar 6 
10:30AM Shabbat Morning Service with Torah reading 
 
Fri Mar 12 
7:30PM  Shabbat Service  
  Torah Portion ï Vayakhel/Pekude - Exodus 35.1 ï 40.38 
 
Sat Mar 13 Shabbat Morning Service 
  Ari Berkowitz will become a Bar Mitzvah 
 

Fri Mar 19 
7:30PM  Rhode Island Joint Reform Shabbat Service  
   Torah Portion ï Vayikra - Leviticus 1:1 ï 5.26 

  Scholar in Residence ï Dr. Norman Cohen, Provost Emeritus of HUC-JIR 
  What can Moses, a Symbol of Every Person, Teach us as Human Beings? 

 We are delighted to host Rhode Islandôs 3 Reform congregations, which come together each    
 March to celebrate Shabbat together. Rabbi Norman Cohen, Provost Emeritus of Hebrew Union      
 College ï Jewish Institute of Religion, will be our keynote speaker. As we study passages in 
 Exodus 3-5(The Burning Bush), and Exodus 14 (Crossing the Red Sea), we, like Moses, will 
 confront our own demons -- our self-doubt, our  perceived limitations and our fears. By filtering 
 these biblical stories through the prism of Midrash and our own lives, they will come alive as we 
 address enduring human questions.    
 Rabbis Les Gutterman, Sarah Mack, Jim Rosenberg and Andrew Klein will lead us in 
 worship 
 Cantors Judith Seplowin and Remmie Brown, and Rabbinical Student Marc Katz will lead 
 us in singing 
 Oneg Shabbat provided by Sisterhood  

     
   Sat Mar 20 
   10:30AM Shabbat Morning Service with Torah reading 
   Kiddush Luncheon and keynote speaker, Rabbi Norman Cohen, following 
   services  
 Moses' Struggle as a Family Member: Dealing with Miriam and Aaron's Deaths  

Through a close and exciting reading of Numbers 20, we will discuss Moses as a brother and how he deals with the death of his 
siblings. In so doing, each of us will confront our own life  experiences, relationships and struggles with those whom we love. All 
are welcome, and though there is no charge for our Kiddush luncheon, we want to have enough food for all who are present. So 
please RSVP to Margie Blowers at 245-6536 or Marjorie@templehabonim.org and let her know that youôll be joining us.   

  Rabbis Jim Rosenberg and Andrew Klein will chant Torah  
  Rabbinical Student Marc Katz will lead us in singing 
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Rabbiõs Message                              Rabbi Andrew Klein 
 
Have you ever spent 4 days and nights 
with 300 high school students, traveling 
through security, visiting national 
monuments and museums, studying 
how our legislative process works, 
making presentations to Legislative 
Aides in your Senatorsô and 
Representativeôs offices? If not ï you 
donôt know how much fun youôre 
missing! 
 
From January 29

th
 ï February 1

st
, I was 

privileged to accompany 9 of our 
Confirmation students on just such a trip 
to Washington DC. We joined other high 
school students and chaperones from all 
across the country for the RACôs 
(Religious Action Centerôs) LôTaken 
High School Seminar, an intensive four-
day study retreat in Washington, DC, 
focusing on Jewish values and social 
justice. LôTaken is a Hebrew word 
meaning ñto repair,ò and learning 
another way to repair the world is 
exactly what our students did.  

 
The main goal of the weekend was for 
them to learn how to express their 
political view points to their elected 
officials and become effective advocates 
for their beliefs. They visited Senator 
Reedôs, Senator Whitehouseôs, and 
Congressman Kennedyôs offices, where  

 

Temple Habonim Bulletin  

being adventurous and making new 
friends, engaging each other at a 
deeper level, and really looking out for 
each other as ñfamily.ò As exhausted 
as we all were on the way home 
(especially after being out of our 
rooms for two hours late Sunday night 
for two different fire alarms!), we all 
knew we had had a meaningful, fun, 
and life changing experience.   
 
Please look further on in this bulletin 
for pictures of the trip and the 
studentsô responses. 
 
Rabbi Andrew Klein  

 

they each made a presentation to 
legislative aides on their views 
concerning current legislative bills 
about which they felt passionate.  
 
In addition, our THB students were 
asked to lead Shabbat morning 
services for the entire conference, 
and they said a resounding ñYES!ò 
They collected readings for the 
service which expressed their views 
on our mandate to work toward social 
justice, they lead prayers, and two of 
our students ï Amy Entin and 
Melanie Chitwood ï chanted Torah. 
 
My heart was filled with pride as I 
watched our kids leading worship,  
 
 
 

 Fri Mar 26 
6:15PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
  Torah Portion ï Tzav - Leviticus 6.1 ï 8.36 
   
Sat Mar 27 
10:30AM Shabbat Morning Service 
  Andrew Blau will become a Bar Mitzvah 
  Jodi Blankstein will lead singing 
   
Tues Mar 30  
6:30PM  Temple Habonimôs Second Night Passover Seder 

Please join us for our annual community Second Night Passover Seder. Each family provides its own main 
 course plus a dessert or salad to share (for approximately 10-12 people). Sisterhood will provide the 
 traditional Passover trimmings (wine, juice, place settings, matzos, Seder plates, etc.). Please bring a small 
 donation of canned goods to the dinner as a donation for Tap-In. Call Margie (245-6536) and make 
 reservations by March 22

nd
.   

 
Sat April 3  
10:30AM Shabbat Morning Service and Passover Yizkor Service 

Traditionally, Jews remember those who are no longer living at a Yizkor service, which is held the morning of 
 the final day of a Festival. This year we will hold our Passover Yizkor Service at this Shabbat Morning 
 Service (the 5

th
  day of Passover) so that we can reach more people. 

Jodi Blankstein will lead us in singing 
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 ñLaughter is an instant vacation.ò 

 
People are always asking me about the 
funny things that happen in the office, 
phone calls, people stopping in, the 
kids jokes, etc.  Usually there are calls 
about dating services: do I know a nice 
girl or young man to fix someone up 
with.    Mrs. Swain (our neighbor across 
the road) lost her beautiful cat, called 
me to see if our kids would go out 
looking, she would pay a nice reward, 
etc. (the cat came home but no 
reward.)   The call I received a few 
weeks ago was from a man in Florida, 
Al Correira was one of the best so far.  
He lived in Barrington many years ago 
and he owned the Paper Shop on 
Maple Avenue.  He has over 300 
cookbooks but low and behold he lost 
his copy of Butterfingers.  He was 
beside himself because he was 
planning a dinner for friends and 
wanted to serve a chicken recipe from  

Administratorõs Message                    Marjorie M. Blowers     

 
Butterfingers.  I found a copy of the 
cookbook, proceeded to find the right 
recipe that he described, read it over 
the phone to him ï and he said he was 
very grateful, and would send the 
money for a new cookbook.  He also 
wanted a nice sweet bread recipe too. I 
remembered a wonderful banana 
bread recipe from Susan Ginsbergôs 
grandmother so that finished up the 
phone call from Florida.  So look on 
page 64 for ñChicken with Orange 
Apricot Sauceò (from Sammi 
Backmanôs mother Rose) and on page 
57 for the ñBanana Breadò and try them 
tonight.   
 
 Pat Buff was in about the time I was 
reading the recipes and we had a 
wonderful laugh about it.  She said write 
it up for the next Bulletin for people to 
see that our Temple Butterfinger 
Cookbook has and always will be very 
popular.  

 

Temple Habonim Bulletin  

This is an exciting time of year at 
Temple Habonim; one that is 
focused on the future.  At our 
February meeting, the Board 
approved a slate of officers and 
trustees for terms beginning July 1, 
2010.  We continue to be blessed 
with a strong cadre of congregants 
who are willing to answer the call 
and say, ñHineni ï Here I am.ò  
Congratulations to the Nominating 
Committee for assembling such a 
strong group of volunteers to be 
voted on at the congregational 
meeting. 
 
We are also in the process of 
budgeting for our next fiscal year. 
The yoke of a mortgage has been 
removed but this does not mean 
that we are overflowing with 
money.  Dues collections have  

Presidentõs Message                              Alan Buff  
 been effected by the economic 

downturn.  Expenses continue to rise 
despite our frugal efforts to keep 
costs controlled.  The budget process 
challenges the Board to weigh our 
priorities.  The budget we present to 
the congregation on March 31 will be 
fiscally responsible and realistic.   
 
These are among the most important 
responsibilities of your Board ï 
establishing the financial footing for 
the services and programming the 
congregation wants and needs and 
recommending future leadership.  But 
there is important work done by 
Board each and every month.  Board 
meetings are not held in secret.  All 
temple members are welcome to 
attend.   
 
More importantly, temple leadership 
is 

 

 is not a club with decoder rings and 
secret handshakes.  All temple 
members are encouraged to get 
involved.  The best route to leadership 
is through participation on a committee 
ï education, membership, ritual, youth 
concerns, social concerns, adult 
education, house, outreach, long-
range planning, finance and fund 
raising.  The best way to feel involved 
is to get involved.  We welcome your 
participation. 
 
If you want to know how to join a 
committee, call Marjorie in the temple 
office or give me a call.   

 

 

Fun at the Bagel Taste-Off 

Temple Habonimõs Annual Blood Drive                                            Bart Axelrod 

 
The drive was scheduled for Monday, January 25, 2:00 to 7:00 PM and the rain came, and the winds came, but  the 
people did come, some soaking wet but they still gave blood.  Dedication, dedication is all we can say.  The final count 
of 35 pints was wonderful considering the bad day.  Thank you to everyone for braving the storm.  Next year ï letôs 
double the quota. 
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Religious School Directorõs Message                         Linda Silverman Levine, 

NOT JUST Religious School News                                       Director of Education 

  

 

 

Passover celebrates the liberation of the 
Jewish people from slavery in Egypt. 
Traditionally preparations for Passover 
begin the day after Purim, as the process 
of ridding the house of hametz (leavened 
products) begins.  
 
A Higher Meaning 
Passover exemplifies the formative 
experience of the Jewish people and 
ritualizes it in such a way that every Jew 
has the opportunity to embrace and 
individualize their celebration. We join 
with friends and family to commemorate 
the deliverance of our people from 
bondage and their subsequent journey 
through the desert to the Promised Land. 
This celebration is perhaps more complex 
than it appears on the surface. We are not 
expected to merely remember what 
happened  to our ancestors, we are to re-
create this abstract concept of a journey 
from the bonds of slavery to spiritual and 
physical freedom through the 
concreteness of the seder. The Rabbis 
understood the connectedness between 
the ritual, or the physical aspect of what 
we are doing, and the spiritual lesson, in 
this case, the freeing of the soul from 
mitzrayim and literally means the ñnarrow 

Egypt. The word for Egypt in Hebrew is 
placesò. Thus we are freeing ourselves 
from the narrow places that restrict our 
growth and development.  
How odd that we are asked to ñreliveò 
the experience of bondage and slavery 
and the subsequent relief and jubilation 
of freedom and redemption.  How ñfull of 
ourselvesò to consider that we know and 
understand the magnitude of suffering 
any peoples experience in this situation. 
And yet, this is exactly what we are 
expected to do. 
 
Generally hametz  refers to leavening 
which causes dough to rise or inflate. 
The Rabbis believe that this hametz 
also symbolizes the egocentric, self-
important personality that prevents us 
from treating others as if we are all 
created in the image of the Divine. 
Hametz also represents the emotional 
baggage we carry within; the 
disappointments, the hurt and the anger. 
Just as we literally clean our homes 
from top to bottom, searching out every 
last crumb the night before Pesach 
begins by the light of a candle, so too 
should we search for the hametz that is 
buried deep within us bringing it into the 
 

light. In the glow of this new light we can 
free ourselves from those shackles, and 
just as our homes sparkle in their 
cleanliness so too will our souls. 
 
Like the intense spring cleaning this 
process parallels, eliminating a year of 
hametz from the soul is an arduous task. 
Perhaps this is one reason why we begin 
this process thirty days before the holiday 
begins.   
 
Suggestions: 
Some like to incorporate  ñnewnessò to 
their seder each year; perhaps a new 
religious object, such as a new kiddush 
or Elijahôs cup. Recently many families 
have added a Miriamôs cup filled with 
water to symbolize the role of women in 
the Passover experience. The water is 
symbolic of the water Miriam placed 
Moses in so that he would not be killed. 
Water is also a symbol of life and 
sustenance. Two other courageous 
women in the story, midwives Shifra and 
Puah, ignored Pharohôs decree and 
refused to kill the children of the Hebrew 
slaves.  
 

 

ñFOR SEVEN DAYS YOU SHALL EAT MATZAHéREMOVE ALL LEAVEN FROM YOUR HOMES.ò 

                 (Exodus 12:15) 

 

Special thanks from Linda to: 
  
Á All the parents who sent in supplies and helped set-up and clean up for the Tu B'Shevat seder as well as to all the room 

parents who organized this process. We had a crew of moms and dads who truly made the day special for 
everyone!!! 

Á A special Todah Rabbah Gedolah- a huge thank you...to the moms, Karen Sztulman  Alane Torf, Elyse Thaler, Michelle 
Goncalves, Teal Rothschild, Perri Leviss, Vicki Lambrozo and Lucy Maddock Mark, who came dough and rolling 
pins in hand to bake hamantaschen for the religious school Purim carnival. A freezer filled with three cornered 
delicious pastry treats!! (If I have inadvertently forgotten anyone my apologies in advance and please let me know so 
that I may thank you properly!!!) 

Á To Judy Mintzer and her 3rd grade class for the wonderful play they put on as part of our Tu B' Shevat celebration. 
BRAVO!! 

Á To Barbara Goldner who filled the trunk of my car with toys from Hasbro so we would have raffle items at the Purim 
carnival. 

Á To Jordan Sheff for working with our Chai school students, helping them to design Judaica for their homes. 
Á To April Peters for making conversational Hebrew fun for our Chai schoolers. 
Á To Lucy Maddock, who taught our Chai schoolers the ins and outs of book making from concept to design and who was 

willing to substitute for several weeks in a row on a few minutes notice. Go raibh maith agat (and I hope that means 
thank you). 

Á To Jamie Treibwasser for once again tackling the Purim Carnival and her very merry band of Chai schoolers who 
planned the carnival and sang and acted in the Purim shpiel. 

Á To the Confirmation class for speaking to the rest of Chai school about their trip to Washington. I am so proud of all of 
you!! 

Á To my husband Steve, who always makes time to help on the computer with all things temple and school related. 
Á To the 6th grade class for leading us in worship so beautifully. 
Á To Rabbi Klein for arranging for the sofer to come to Habonim- it was a great day of learning for all!! 
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Parenting Advice That Works! 
 

I remember when my now-
teenaged twins were small.  I worked 
so hard to parent them well, showing 
them loads of love and respect and 
making parenting choices that I 
thought were in their best interests.  
But something was amiss.  With the 
best of intentions, I was parenting the 
boys in ways that seemed right, but 
that in effect made things more 
difficult for all of us. 
And then I read Wendy Mogelôs 

book, The Blessing of a Skinned 
Knee.  To say that the book changed 
my familyôs life would be overly 
dramatic, but without doubt it helped 
me make different choices in what I 
expected of my children and how I 
responded to their needs and 
behavior.  Parenting became less 
stressful and my boys became better 
people. 
Though Mogel bases her advice on 
traditional Jewish teachings, you 
donôt have to be Jewish to appreciate 
the wisdom of the teachings or to 
discover new approaches to 
parenting that will benefit your entire 
family.  After years as a child 
psychologist, Mogel came to believe 
that much of the stress in modern 
homes comes from children feeling 
both a continual pressure to succeed 
and their unconscious recognition 
that they are the center of their 
parentsô lives.  While placing high 
expectations on our children, we  

unwittingly donôt encourage in them 
the skills and personality traits that 
will help them grow into capable, 
caring, and ethical adults who thrive 
in their lives.  As Mogel explains, the 
rules of Jewish child-rearing ñare not 
primarily about making children feel 
good, but about making children into 
good peopleò (Mogel, 36).   

Mogel breaks these rules down 
into nine areas that may seem 
obvious, but on closer reading most 
parents find an emphasis that is not 
common in modern parenting.  I 
believe you will find the rules inspiring 
and, most important of all, effective.  
The areas are: 

 Accept that your children are 
  both unique and ordinary. 

 Teach them to honor their 
 parents and to respect 
 others. 

 Teach them to be resilient, 
 self-reliant, and courageous. 

 Teach them to be grateful for 
 their blessings. 

 Teach them the value of 
 work. 

 Teach them to approach food 
 with moderation, celebration, 
 and sanctification. 

 Teach them to accept rules 
 and exercise self-control. 

 Teach them the preciousness 
 of the present moment. 

 Teach them about God  
 (it is, after all, a book based  
 on traditional Jewish 
 teachings!). 
 

 

Kesher Program at Temple Habonim              Barbara Gordon LCSW  

 
 

Barbara Gordon, LCSW 
Barbara is Temple Habonimôs part time 
social worker funded by the Kesher 
Program, a joint project of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, the Bernhardt 
Foundation, Jewish Family Service, and the 
synagogue.   
She can be reached at 338-7861 or 
bgordon@templehabonim.org. 
 

A last note: one of the best things 
about this book is its readability for 
any parent who is usually rushing from 
one thing to the next.  Mogel breaks 
each of these nine areas down into 
segments that are 3 pages or less.  I 
remember reading a bit while I was 
waiting to pick my guys up from first 
grade, while I wolfed down my lunch 
between appointments, while I was 
waiting for the pasta to cook, and in 
the 5 minutes before I fell asleep at 
night.  I encourage Habonim families 
to pick up a copy and start reading!  

 
Mogel, Wendy. The Blessing of a 

Skinned Knee. New York: Scribner. 
2001. (note: there is a 2008 paperback 
edition) 

 
 

 
 

Temple Habonim/JCC Preschool Message             Sara Foster     

 We were very excited to start the 
month with Cathy coming back 
after her leg operation.  The 
children were happy to see her.  
We welcomed a new student.  
Everyone has been kind and 
welcoming and we are proud of 
the social skills they are showing 
as they get to know our new friend. 
 
In preparation for Purim, we 
started to talk about castles.  As a 
literacy activity the children were 
asked what they already know 
about castles.  We will be using  
 

 Purim as an opportunity to enhance 
math skills, and develop creativity as 
we turn our classroom into Shushan 
where the story of Esther took place. 
 
Itôs hard to believe that we are 
getting ready for the next school 
year (2010-2011).  Application 
material for next yearôs program are 
available in the preschool.  For  
more information, please call Sara 
Foster, 245-4936. 
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If you want a great dinner and wonderful company, then come to next 
year's Heart Healthy dinner.  The evening of February 14th was a great 
success with fantastic table decor and a variety of special food and 
desserts. 
 
Kudos to all!!!.... and again, a special thanks to all who shopped and helped 
set up. 
 

Remember to mark your calendars for our next movie on  SUNDAY, 

APRIL 25. The movie will be USHPIZIM (GUESTS). 

 

 

Renaissance    Elena Winter 

 
 

Sisterhood Gift Shop News     June Poses 

 
 Is yours older than the Sphinx? 

 
Let Your Seder Plate Go!  
Visit your Sisterhood Gift 

Shop 
Seder Plates, Haggadot, and more... 
1st Seder:  MARCH 29th 

Passover Gift Shop will be open for shopping 

on 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28th , 9:30-Noon 
as well as during regular Temple Office Hours 

 

Temple Habonim News & Announcements 

PLEASE JOIN US ON FRIDAY EVENING,  APRIL 2
ND

 AS WE HONOR OUR 
WONDERFUL TEACHER WHO HAS GIVEN SO MUCH TO ALL OF OUR STUDENTS 
FOR THE PAST 24 YEARS - MORAH HELENA FRIEDMANN.   
 
Helena will be retiring this year. We hope that you will join us this Erev Shabbat to thank 
her at our 6:45 service where the 4

th
 graders, her students, will help lead us in worship. 

As it is the First Friday we will be having a ñPesadichaò dinner prior to the service! 
 

 
Passover arrives in a few  
weeks.   
THE FIRST SEDER IS 
MONDAY NIGHT, MARCH 
29

th
.   

 
The Sisterhood Passover 
Gift Shop is now open 
during regular temple office 
hours and will also be open 
on SUNDAY, MARCH 28

th
, 

9:30 AM to NOON.   
 
You will find a great 
selection of Seder plates, 
matzah plates, Haggadot, 
and many other items for 
your Seder table. 
 
Thank you for supporting 
the Sisterhood.  Happy 
Passover to all! 
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Temple Habonim News & Announcements (contõd) 
  
 
 
Battle of the Bagels 
And the winner of the Battle of the Bagels isé.the Jewish Federation  
of Rhode Island Haiti Relief Fund!  On Sunday, February 7

th
 we raised  

$526.10 in the bagel taste-off, and a check reflecting that amount has  
been sent to the Federation to add to their fund.   
 
Thank you to all the participants who eagerly tasted and compared 
 bagels and cream cheese from Brueggerôs Bagels, Bagels Etc.,  
and Krazy Korner.  Individuals tallied their tasting results, rating 
taste, texture and freshness to determine individual preferences.   
While some felt that bagels from the different bakeries were  
similar, others could determine immediately which bakery was  
which and had a clear favorite.   
 
There was one overwhelming consensus, which was that a bagel  
taste-off is fun!   
 
 
 
Sofer On Site Comes to Temple Habonim 

On Sunday, 2/7/10, Temple Habonim welcomed Rabbi Druin from 
Sofer on Site or a day of education and the beginning of the restoration 
of our Torah scrolls. Along with his father and son-in-law, this three 
generation family of sofrim (Hebrew for scribes) travels worldwide to 
congregations for the sake of restoring the Torah scrolls entrusted to 
them. Why? ñThis is a spiritual work as the Torah is everlasting, and we 
answer to a Higher Authority. We enjoy teaching others about the 
holiness and wonders of what we do.ò  
 
Wonders never did cease during Rabbi Druin's instruction as he shared 
with the youth and adults of this community the beauty, intricacy, 
history, influence, and call to communal guardianship of our sacred 
Torah scrolls. Engaging every generation of Habonim (from 5 year olds 
to adults) with humor and encouragement to participate, everyone 
enjoyed an enlightening experience on this integral aspect of Jewish 
heritage.  
 

We learned from Rabbi Druin that, in determining priorities for survival, 
rabbis within Poland and other areas of Eastern Europe asked all the 
synagogues to gather their religious articles, especially their scrolls, into 
one central location. After World War II, these scrolls were lost. Later a 
Londoner visiting Prague found the 1,600 + scrolls accidentally, and after 
much politics brought them to London. A team of Sofrim restored, 
cataloged and identified each scroll. The scrolls would later be 
disseminated globally to synagogues on permanent loan. In 1967, Temple 
Habonim became the guardian of one of these scrolls.  
 
A Sofer, with his intimate knowledge of the Torah, is not the only keeper 
of this valuable heritage; the community is expected to do what is 
necessary to maintain the permanence of the scrolls for future 
generations, from proper care through practical means (assessment and 
insurance). It holds the foundation of Judaism, galvanized by Moses; it is 
the maintenance of tradition which stills guides us. 
 
Written by Asher Joy Lilian Menashe 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 



 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Library News 
  
After many months of sorting, arranging and shelving, our library has been reorganized and is ready to be used. As you will 
see, there are many categories for our large variety of books, tapes, CDs and videos.  We have sections for reference, fiction, 
nonfiction, biographies, self help, philosophy, bible and bible studies, and many more.  
  
Thanks go to Judy Menton for her assistance in getting this project off the ground. 
  
The library will be open when the Temple is open, except when there is a meeting or class scheduled for that room. 
. 
Since there is no onsite librarian, you are on your own.  But here are some steps to make it easier for you and for the 
committee: 
  

1. When you select a book, if there is no card in the book, please take one from the circulation card box on the shelf  in 
the middle of the bookcase immediately on the left as you enter the library. 

2. List the Authorôs Name, Title of the Book, your Name and Date.   
3. Put the card in the box.  
4. When you return the book, place it in the wicker basket to the right of the door. 

  
We are planning to enlarge our collection with new acquisitions and, if you have any recommendations for books or 
suggestions to make the library more userïfriendly, please e-mail one of us.  (We are also open to receiving monetary 
donations)* 
  
There is still work to be done, but come, use the WiFi while waiting for your children, relax and enjoy the atmosphere.  Maybe 
even pick up a book to read.   
  
Myra Shays  mshays@verizon.net 
Carol Knopf  pandcknop@verizon.net 
Bette Ann Fessel  bfessel@fullchannel.net  
Asher J.L. Menashe (formerly) Laurie Rhodes  arbitraryids@yahoo.com 
 
A Note from April Peters 
Two years ago, when Alan asked me to become the Vice President, I agreed because I love the Temple Habonim community 
and I am so grateful for all the support you have given me.  However, this summer is going to find me going a different 
direction than the one I expected. 
 
Instead of becoming President, this July I will be starting a new adventure far away from Barrington.  I have been accepted into 
rabbinical school at Hebrew Union College. It is a five-year program and the first year is spent in Jerusalem.  Emily and I will be 
preparing to move there at the beginning of the summer and we are very excited. 
 
I will miss sharing in the work we do together and seeing all of you.  Thank you for all you have given me.  This community will 
always have a special place in my heart. 
 
A note from the editoréBest of luck and safe travels, April. The Rabbinateôs gain is our loss. You will be missed. Please come 
back and visit often.  Hugs, Cliffé 
 
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Klein 
Thursdays, Mar 4, 18, & 25  from 12:00PM ï 1:15 PM 
 
PJ LIBRARY STORY TIME AT TEMPLE HABONIM, SUNDAY, MARCH 21st, 3pm-4:30pm 
Please join in a free, pre-Passover, PJ Library story time at Temple Habonim on Sunday, March 21st from 3pm to 4:30pm. Fun 
for kids ages 6 months to over 6 years. Enjoy a book reading, do a craft, and have a snack...a fun-filled afternoon at Temple 
Habonim!  
 
Temple Habonimôs Passover Outrerach Event at Shawôs 
Sunday, March 14, 12:30 PM ï 4:30 PM 
     FREE PASSOVER CHAROSET TASTING 
 
Come join in the fun! Participate in a nationwide pre-holiday Charoset tasting event at Shaw's. Charoset recipe cards available, 
as well as literature on the meaning of Passover, and try your luck to win a Passover raffle basket! Celebrate with your 
community while you shop at Shaw's! 
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Temple Habonim News & Announcements  (contõd) 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010 

7:30 PM 
 

Our Constitution states that the Annual Congregational Meeting is to be held in March.  During the meeting, we will elect 
officers and Trustees for terms beginning July 1, 2010.  We will also be reviewing and voting on the budget for the fiscal year 
that begins July 1, 2010.  In addition, the Rabbi, President and Sisterhood President will delivery annual reports.   
 
According to Article V, Paragraph 5 of the Constitution, ñFor the purposes of voting at Congregational meetings, each 
member family in good standing is entitled to one vote which may be cast by any family member over the age of 18.ò  
 
We hope you will attend the Annual Meeting to participate in the governing of your temple and in support of the officers and 
trustees who will serve in the coming term.    

NOMINATIONS 
                                  President                                              Ruth Fain 
                                 Vice President                                     Leslie Lorber 
                                 Treasurer                                              Lucy Maddock 
                                          Assistant Treasurer                Benjamin Block 
                                        Recording Secretary                                    Leslie Katz 
                                 Corresponding Secretary                     Michael Zucker 
 

                  TRUSTEES-AT-LARGE 
 

                                                     Term Ending June, 2013  
 
                                                            Jason Knight 
                                                              Steven Levine 
                                                              Chip Muller         

Wednesday March 3
rd 

7:00PM at Temple Habonim 
Join Sisterhood for a discussion of "The Saturday Wife", by Naomi Ragen, facilitated by Michelle Goncalves. 
 
Temple Board Meetings Open to All Members  
Do you wonder how temple governance works? Temple Habonim Board meetings are generally held on the second 
Wednesday  of each  month at 7:00 PM.  All members are welcome to  attend and observe.  Members wishing to address an  
issue with the Board are asked to contact the President at least 2 weeks prior a meeting to have the topic added to the 
meeting's agenda. Please join us and learn more about how our congregation works.     
 
Support Our Local Bakery 
At the urging of a Habonim congregant, Joe Balasco at Vienna Bakery has been baking challahs for Barrington's Jewish 
community for several months. After experimenting with several different recipes and braiding techniques, Joe recently 
worked side by side with Murray Kaplan to learn how to make REAL challah. The result? A honey-flavored, rich yellow loaf 
with a golden crust and a tight braid. If you tried one of the earlier challahs and weren't convinced, it is time to try again! Joe's 
challah is delicious and locally made. Please support Joe's efforts to please our small community. Thank you! 
 

             For The Refridge or Family Calendar 

           IMPORTANT RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DATES  

 

 Friday, March 5th- 5th Grade Family Shabbat dinner and service 

 Sunday, March 7th ς just a reƎǳƭŀǊ ƻƭΩŘŀȅ ƻŦ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

 Sunday, March 14th- 5th and 6th  If it is Mishpachah it must be Family  Ed 
Day. Parents and grandparents, aunts or uncles- come learn with your 
5th and 6th ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƻǇƛŎΥ !Ƴ L Ƴȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ YŜŜǇŜǊΚ 

 Sunday March 21st, it is the 1st and 2nd graders turn for learning with 
their families. Topic: Shema and prayer 

 Sunday, March 28th- Model seder- please join us in reliving the Exodus. 
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Temple Habonim News & Announcements  (conõtd) 
 

People Still Needed for Show! 
The Rabbinical Dream, a celebration in honor of Temple Habonimôs 50th anniversary. 
May 1

st
 & 2

nd
 

Actors, singers tech crew still needed for the 50th Anniversary show! We have started rehearsals on Sundays at 12:15  from 
now until the show performance but we still need more performers and children for the chorus and tech crew. Please be a part 
of this 50th year celebration. Contact Joe Shansky at jshansky@shanskyworks.com and come to rehearsals on Sundays and 
Wednesday.  

 

Community Announcements 
 
Prevent a Nuclear Iran 
Are you concerned about the threat that Iran and its nuclear potential pose, not only to Israel, but to the region and to the entire 
world? Are you concerned enough about it to take action? Visit the Religious Actionôs website rac.org to educate yourself about 
current political issues and the obligation we all have to be involved. To get directly to the page about Iran and learn what you 
can easily do, visit http://action.rac.org/t/4234/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=1127  
 

Our elected officials need to take action now, and we can all encourage them to do so. 
 
A Gift of Music ï From Jerusalem to Providence 
Wed, April 14, 2010, 7:00 ï 9:00PM at Temple Emanu-El 
 
Providence welcomes five exceptional musicians from the Conservatory of the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance 
(JAMD). These five gifted óvirtuososô from the Conservatory will embark on a four city USA tour in order to raise as many 
scholarships as possible for students who otherwise would not be able to attend the Conservatory. The lucky cities are: New 
York, Houston, Miami and Providence ï one night only - April 14th 2010.  
  
The musicians include: Shahar Sorek (15) Clarinet, Anat Pagis (15) Violin, Eyal Heyman (13) Cello, Adi Neuhaus (13) Piano, 
Ariel Lanyi (12) Piano, Violin. Ariel Lanyi previously performed in Providence to a sold out piano concert in 2007 when he was 
9. He is a composer, classical and jazz pianist and violinist. We welcome him back again.  
  
The Gift of Music Concert is an experience not to be missed. The program will include solo and ensemble works by Beethoven, 
Rachmaninov, Chopin, Schumann, Liszt, Bach, some jazz, some klezmer as well as a specially arranged work for this tour. 
This concert is a great opportunity to share and feel the unifying power of musical expression, the vitality of youth and the 
amazing possibilities of talent. 
  
$18 ï adults, $10 ï seniors & students under 18 
Pay at door ï doors open at 6:00PM é open seating é come early 
For more info and tickets, contact mikemiller66@gmail.com   
 
URJ Camps 
In the summer of 2010, the URJ is opening its 13

th
 camp ï 6 Points Sports Academy. A generation of young athletes will be 

the very first to have a URJ Camp experience and have the opportunity to master skills in their chosen sports. The 6 Points 
Sports Academy will offer three, 2 week sessions for Jewish athletes ages 9 -16 on the campus of the American Hebrew 
Academy in Greensboro, NC. Go to   www.6pointsacademy.org for more information. Like all our URJ Camps, 6 Points is 
eligible for first time camper incentive scholarships through One Happy Camper.org  
 
Registration for Summer 2010 at the URJ Kutz Camp is open!  There truly is no better place for our TYG leaders to be!  We 
need your help identifying as many members of NFTY Northeast to join me at Kutz this summer.  The experience will not only 
have a significant impact on them, but on your TYG as well.  For more information, go to http://kutz.urjcamps.org/ 
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Bõnai Mitzvah Projects 
Ari Berkowitz 
 
My name is Ari, which is a Hebrew name and means lion.  I am becoming a Bar Mitzvah on 
March 13

th
.  Aside from my mountain of schoolwork, I enjoy playing  video games, 

participating in Boy Scout activities, going to the beach, and eating Chinese food with my 
brothers. Together with my Bar Mitzvah studies, I am working to  earn the Boy Scouts Ner 
Tamid award for Jewish studies.  
I am doing a community service project for my Bar Mitzvah and have chosen to help feed the 
needy.  I have gone to the Mathewson Street Church in Providence and served food.  I have 
also prepared sandwiches and lunches for people at Crossroads.  There are many people 
who are homeless, without jobs, or simply cannot afford to buy food.  I have seen people 
who practically fought for a package of bread. Many people have been hit hard by the 
recession and cannot buy food so we need to help each other. There are people who can no 
longer afford to buy the things they were used to. This is why I am volunteering my time and 
energy to help people. It is satisfying to see people get a good meal, just like that which we 
take for granted every day.   

 

 
Andrew Blau 

Andrew will proudly make his Bar Mitzvah on March 27, 2010.  Andrew is currently a 
seventh grade student at Barrington Middle School.  He is a fun loving and very caring 
person.  He enjoys spending time with family and friends and is a sports fanatic.  His 
passion is lacrosse but he also  enjoys playing basketball and golf. He spends most of 
his free time outside practicing and playing sports.  His dream is to play lacrosse for 
Johns Hopkins!!!  We all love his determination.  Andrew has enjoyed his Jewish 
studies over the years and has very much enjoyed the group of students that have all 
been together from a young age.  Andrew's Bar Mitzvah project is on going, a dear 
family friend is the founder of the Foundation for West Africa, Andrew has learned 
much about the plight in this part of the world, he has been and will continue to pitch 
into this effort and continually watch the progress of what this amazing foundation is 
doing for the people of West Africa.  Anyone interested in what the foundation is doing 
can go to, www.tfwa.org.   The Foundation's president  just returned from a 4 week trip 
of filming a documentary in Sierra Leone.  TFWA has put much effort into building 
radio stations in West Africa so that the people can be informed about what is going 
on in their country, and use the airwaves to build peace and strengthen democracy 
after civil war.  You can view this project at www.lehwitok.org.  It is AMAZING!!!  

 

 
Up Front And Personal With One Of Our New Members                 Marjorie Blowers 
 
I have been enjoying interviewing some of our new members.  This month I asked Asher Joy Lilian Menashe (formally known 
as Laurie Rhodes), our newest member, if I could talk to her and lo and behold she wrote me a nice paragraph about herself.  
That made my job easy this month.  So in Asherôs own words: 
 
I was born and raised in New York City.  Iôve done some traveling throughout  my life, but 
have kept it local (USA).  I do hope to see other countries ï Iôm  still working on that.  I 
am a grad school student, Public Health, concentrating on Environmental Health.  Iôm still 
in the process of investigating internship for  this discipline, so wish me luck.  For more 
immediate vocational satisfaction, I  will be taking EMT-B studies this call. 
 
 I came to Rhode Island for a job and itôs been nothing but an adventure ever since.  I 
wonôt go into all the details, but I can honestly say that, in retrospect, this has been the 
most introspective year of my life; Iôve gained many lessons about self, health, personal 
potential, community, and faith. 

 
My favorite part of coming out to Temple Habonim (I live in Cranston) is the walk from the 
bus stop at the White Church; itôs such a magnificent view and a wonderful opportunity 
for contemplation.  I am very happy with the sense of community at Temple Habonim. 
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Confirmation Studentsô Responses to the LôTaken Seminar in Washington DC 
(see Rabbi Kleinôs Message) 

 
Rachel Zeltzer:  

This seminar was an amazing experience. I learned so 

many varying things, from the government to the life of a 

homeless person.  I loved speaking to the senatorôs 

assistants about issues important to me.  I learned so 

much about our American government that I never knew 

before.    

Also I heard two people speak about their life as 

homeless.  One man, told his life story about how his life 

drastically changed.  He started out as a straight A 

student and because of something he couldnôt help he 

became homeless.  He then began to turn his life around 

and he now is the director of a huge homeless 

organization.  He really inspired me to never judge and 

always help people in need.  

Overall, this seminar was an experience I loved to have 

and I suggest that anybody have the same experience. 

Ashley Daugherty:  

There was a lot of really great things about the trip to 

Washington, DC, but for me, something that was most 

impactful to me was one of the presentations made by a 

man who used to be homeless.  It was fascinating to hear 

his story, and the way he told it, made it very real.  It was 

also interesting to get the real perspective of someone in 

that situation.  Lobbying our ideas was also a great 

experience that I will never forget.    

Meeting with our Senatorôs and House of representativeôs 

assistants was very empowering because it made me 

realize that I could 

really make a 

difference,  It was 

also a really great 

opportunity to 

meet a lot of 

Jewish kids.  I had 

fun making new 

friends. 

Willy Gutman:  

My favorite part of the LôTaken Seminar trip with temple was lobbying to 

representatives of our Congressmen.  Just seeing how every meeting is 

taken so seriously by them was impressive.  Our group consisted of 9 

High School students, and they treated us as if we were important 

politicians.  Before this trip, I never thought I would be interested, but 

now after seeing what these people do, I might want to enter politics at 

some point in my life. 

Amy Entin: 

For me, the best part of the trip was definitely the services we went 

to.  It was so amazing to realize that there were three hundred other 

Jews in the room and we were all singing together.  Also, the youth 

group tunes they used brought back some great memories for me, of 

camp, and my elementary school.  I met some really nice people 

there, and weôre already e-mailing ï there were definitely people I 

want to stay in touch with.  In addition, I feel like the trip was a great 

bonding time for our Confirmation class; it seems like weôre so much 

closer now.  Before, we never even said hi in school; today, our first 

day back, we talked in the hallway and sat together in class. 

Besides this, I really enjoyed the opportunity to see DC and particularly the Senate building, which was amazing.  Iôd 

never been to Washington, so it was all so new and exciting to me.  Everything was gorgeous, especially after the 

snow.  It felt really cool to know that we were there trying to make a difference, and not just to sight-see.  The whole 

program was so well-thought out.  The RAC staff put a lot of effort into make us well prepared for the presentations, 

helping us have fun, and keeping us safe.  The entire weekend was such an amazing experience. 
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Josh Zucker:  

My favorite part of the trip was all of the sightseeing that 

we were able to do.  Walking around Georgetown, with 

the ability to explore, was incredible.  In addition to 

Georgetown, we went to the Mall and explored all of the 

museums.  I personally enjoyed the Air and Space 

Museum and the National Archives.  It was also fun 

because I was surrounded by people of my religion.  It 

was nice that Jews could feel like the majority for once.  

And then going to Capitol Hill was amazing.  Meeting with 

the legislative assistants, and being given an opportunity 

to make a difference feels really wonderful.  One of my 

favorites also was the relationship between our 

congregation.  Living with your friends for a weekend for 

every hour of every day was really cool. 

Greg Fain:  

One of the most memorable things from the LôTaken 

Seminar was visiting the Holocaust Memorial.  Although 

this was my second time going to the Memorial, it was still 

as moving the second time.  One article that was 

particularly revolting, was the image of dismembered 

limbs, floating in embalming fluid.  That one image 

summed up the entire Holocaust for me, the bestiality and 

sheer cruelty of man was expressed through one image.  

Yet the Memorial was not entirely a ñhumanity is hellò 

lesson, there is, and was an entire wall, covered in the 

names of people who resisted the Nazis.  Although the 

Memorial was not exactly the reason I went to 

Washington it certainly was an extremely moving 

experience. 

Devon Wallick: 

The L'Taken seminar was an amazing experience. I was 

able to learn much about many important issues in our 

world today, and I was able to meet many new and 

interesting people. I love being around so many other 

Jewish kids and actually being the majority for once. 

Going to services everyday, and being able to spend a lot 

of time together with them has inspired me to continue to 

learn and do more. I also loved being able to learn about 

not only the issue in the world today, but the Jewish 

perspective on those issues. Being able to learn about 

the Jewish impact in politics on major issues, and 

meeting so many new and wonderful people is something 

I will never forget. 

 

Rachel Hill: I had a great time at the LôTaken Seminar in 

Washington D.C. One of my favorite parts was meeting 

so many people from around the country. It was really 

cool because we all had something in commonébeing 

Reform Jews. Another thing that I loved was how they 

really showed you how you as an individual can make a 

huge difference. Adults always say that everyone matters 

and an individual can make a difference but LôTaken 

showed me exactly how I could go about making a 

difference. During some of the programs we also heard 

from people directly impacted by social issues and 

injustices in our country. Hearing stories from someone 

who had lived on the streets or who has to deal with the 

challenges of living with a disability every day really 

brought those issues to life and made me realize how 

important it is that things in this country change. I also 

loved the services. They were really fun because there 

was a lot of singing and the melodies were very upbeat. It 

was a really cool experience to be a in a big room with 

300 other Jewish teenagers from around the country and 

to have everyone singing the same melodies and 

harmonies together.  

Melanie Chitwood: My Saturday Shuk was on the green 

movement and climate change.  The shuk made me 

realize the distinct connection between Judaism and 

advocacy.  Our teachings not only encourage us to 

advocate for all types of social justice, but they make it 

clear that we are obligated to do whatever we can.  It had 

never occurred to me that as a Jew I have a distinct voice 

in politics.  LôTaken has taught me that although the 

Reform movement is relatively small, if we work together 

we can make our voices heard and repair our world. 
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